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January 4, 1951 
Dear Johni 
Mr. Gelnett asked Daddy to bring the Lanipoon to school. 
So I JU'd everything that wasn't laarked and Daddy bore i t away with 
a proud toss of h i s head. 
Jolson and Chipper had a nysterious adventure l a s t night. 
I l e f t them out about s i x and a f t e r about an hour Chipper came home 
and crawled into his basket without saying a word to anyone. This 
morning, when Daddy went to school, he saw what looked to him l i k e 
a dead dog i n Eshelman's f i e l d . When he got out of the car and looked 
nrore closely, i t turned out to be Jolson, a l i v e but worn-out and very 
lame i n one of the front f e e t . There are no open wounds on him. So 
we've decided that he must have spent the night i n one of them there 
new fangled traps. Since i t rained a good deal dwM^ECfch^si^f^, he 
must have had a tough time of i t . I f e e l as though Chipper and I 
should have been more hel p f u l . But since we found them both i n the 
middle of Brecknock township thaifiisifltet", I don't f e e l very optimistic 
about getting the f l a s h l i g h t and hunting them at night. 
Although t h i s ieuxer aoesn'6 show i t , the new placing of the 
writing table makes me f e e l quite professional. Granpa's a c t i v i t i e s 
are not v i s i b l e unless I r e a l l y want to see them. At the moment, I can 
hear ^randma eating bread and strawberry jam but as long as I don't 
see her i t i s n ' t too diverting. By twisting ray head sharply to the l e f t , 
I can see African v i o l e t s or the meadow or Hoy Geiger or our new pair of 
pigeons or the sun. I t i s pleasant here night and day. And unless I 
can think up a new distraction the book w i l l be finished when you come 
home again. The mmber of pages on hand i s two hundred and eighty-five, 
or a l i t t l e more than s i x t y thousand words. (Three have been written 
since you l e f t . ) A new page a day and four revised ones each day should 
do i t . The dates I should l i k e to know are* 
When, i n the year 1466, did ^ 
Pedro de Giron, grandmaster of the order of Calatrava, die? ^̂ p̂'̂ ' K̂^̂  
When, i n the year 1465, was 
Henry IV of C a s t i l e burned i n e f f i g y at Avila? O ^ - -1 
When, i n the year 1467, 
was a battle between ^ n r y IV and h i s half-brother Alfonso fought on the 
p l a i n of Olmedo? There i s no hurry about these answers. Perhaps the 
exact dates are unknown. I don't suppose my public w i l l care either. 
But i t i s hard to make a setting when you don't know what time of the 
year i t was. Only eighty-six days u n t i l your spring vacation. 
